










ACADEMIC OPINION 
 

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Eng. Mila Atanasova-Zlatareva 
National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy, and Geography-BAS 

 

member of a Scientific Jury approved by Order No. 120 / 12.03.2021  

of the Rector of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" 

on the portfolio of materials submitted by 

Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova, 
 

admitted in the competition announced by VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" for the 
academic position of "Associate Professor" (State Gazette issue 15 / 
19.02.2021), in the field of higher education: 5. Technical Sciences;  

Professional field: 5.7. Architecture, Civil engineering, and Geodesy / Structural 
Mechanics, Strength of Materials 

 

1. Brief Biodata: 
The candidate, Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova has been an 
Engineer since 1994 when she acquired her Master’s degree in Industrial and 
Civil Engineering. She graduated from the Higher Institute of Architecture and 
Civil Engineering - Sofia, today's University of Architecture, Civil Engineering 
and Geodesy. Iliana Stoynova acquired a high-level educational and scientific 
degree as a DOCTOR in Sep 2017, at VSU Lyuben Karavelov-Sofia, of 
nomenclature 01.02.03 – Structural Mechanics, Strength of Materials. 
Appointed as a part-time assistant at the Department of Mechanics and 
Mathematics at VSU Lyuben Karavelov - Sofia, for the time of 15.09.2010-
30.09.2011, and within the 2011-2015 period – as a full-time assistant in the 
same department. From March 12, 2018 to the present, she is a Chief Assistant 
at the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics at VSU Lyuben Karavelov. 
The candidate worked as an expert managing the "International Cooperation and 
Mobility" office at VSU from 2018 till June 2021. Chief Assistant Dr. Iliana 
Stoynova is Member of the Academic Council, Member of the Faculty Council, 
and Deputy Chairman of the General Assembly of the Faculty of Civil 
Engineering at VSU Lyuben Karavelov. 



Over the years she has held different positions, from Technical Assistant to 
Manager handling various duties and holding positions, like a) collecting a full 
portfolio of documentation on construction projects for submission to, legal 
approval of, and acquiring permits from the state administration, b) drafting and 
preparing offers for construction projects, c) working as an expert-engineer in 
the Construction department. 
2. General description of the submitted materials: 
•  Curriculum vitae. 
• Notarized copy of the diploma for the acquired educational qualification 
degree Master in the specific area, with an appendix attached. 
•  Notarized copy of the diploma for educational and scientific degree Doctor. 
• Information on fulfillment of the minimum national requirements and the 
requirements under Art. 1a, para. 2 of the Regulations for application of the Law 
for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria for 
holding the academic position "Associate Professor". 
•  Monograph. 
•  List of all scientific publications of the candidate, which have been presented 
for obtaining a Ph.D. in Engineering. 
•  Textbook (electronic version). 
• Packet of all scientific publications which the candidate had presented before 
applying for the academic position of "Associate Professor", as they are 
available upon request. 
• Information on scientific contributions. 
• Reference to citations. 
• Abstracts of the submitted papers in languages they are published, i.e., either 
Bulgarian or English. 
• Other documents certifying authorship credit and scientific achievements of 
the candidate in the respective scientific field, which allow for evaluating the 
candidate according to additional indicators applicable for the respective field. 
• CD with documents 
3. General characteristics of the candidate's activity 
3.1. Scientific and scientific-applied activity 
The results and contributions of all conducted research by candidate Chief 
Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova may be referenced in all 33 published papers 
presented in numerous conferences and congresses. A textbook and a 
monograph are available, as well. 



• Her monograph, also Habilitation Thesis, is entitled "Dynamic Response of 
Reinforced Concrete Structural Elements and Members", Publishing House of 
VSU "Lyuben Karavelov", ISBN 978-954-331-116-3, 130 pages, 2020. 
• Chief Assistant Iliana Stoynova has also presented an electronic-version 
textbook entitled "Textbook on Computer Systems in Structural Mechanics - 
step by step", Sofia, 2020. 
• The candidate participates in the competition with 4 articles published in 
various editions that are referenced and indexed in the world database with 
scientific information, and 29 pcs. publications in journals and proceedings in 
non-peer-reviewed journals with a scientific review or in edited volumes. Two 
single-author publications have been presented, and in most of the other articles, 
she appears the leading author. The applicant has provided 18 articles written in 
Bulgarian, and another 15 in English. 
Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova is placed on research teams in four 
research projects under the National Research Fund, as she is also involved in 
four projects funded by VSU (of the Ministry of Education and Science). 
3.2. Educational and pedagogical activity: 
Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova conducts classes for undergraduates 
who major in Construction of Buildings and Facilities, Civil Management, and 
Civil Engineering (full-time and part-time programmes) teaching the following 
subjects: Strength of Materials, Structural Statics Part I, and Structural Statics 
Part II. Ms. Stoynova also delivers lectures to undergraduates studying 
Construction of Buildings and Facilities (full-time and part-time) on the 
Computer Systems in Structural Mechanics subject. 
Chief Assistant Iliana Stoynova has contributed to the development of the 
curricula in Strength of Material and Structural Statics Part I for the Bachelor's 
programme in Construction of Buildings and Facilities, and the Master's 
programme in Building Constructions. She has also given her share in 
developing the curriculum for Civil Engineering, e.g., Strength of Materials and 
Structural Statics Part II for the Master's degree in Building Constructions, and 
also the curriculum in Computer Systems in Structural Mechanics for the 
Master's degree in the Building Constructions academic course. 
She is a supervisor of 65 graduates - 47 of them doing Bachelor's degree, and 18 
doing Master's degree. 
4. Contributions: The scientific contributions of Chief Assist. Dr. Eng. 
Iliana Stoynova is formulated in several main groups: 
• Studies of Slabs and Domes; 



• Research of Beams; 
• Connection between a Column and a Flat Slab; 
• Dynamic Research; 
• Tasks in the Design of Structures; 
• Temperature Effects and Energy Efficiency; 
The candidate has extensive practical experience. She is a designer in the 
Constructive part of more than 25 residential, industrial and administrative 
buildings, construction supervision in the Constructive part of more than 20 
construction projects. 
Judging by the publications, the contributions of Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana 
Stoynova is of applied-science nature, and all are her endeavor. 
5. Referencing of the candidate's scientific publications in the literature 
The candidate, Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova presented referencing 
to the citations of her publications like: 
• 8 citations in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world database, 
holding scientific information 
• 14 citations in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review and 
citations in non-refereed journals with scientific review 
6. Assessment of the personal contribution of the candidate 
From the materials submitted for review, the personal contribution of the 
candidate, Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova, is rather evident. 
7. Critical remarks and recommendations: I could only recommend that the 
candidate may continue to publish her research findings in various journals and 
proceedings of scientific conferences, indexed and referenced in the 
international indexing and referencing systems “Scopus” and “Web of Science”. 
8. Personal impressions:  Matter of factly, I do not know personally Chief 
Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova. Nevertheless, from the materials presented 
and provided to the Scientific Jury I have gained the impression that she is a 
competent and hard-working specialist with in-depth knowledge in the field of 
mechanics and dynamics. 
Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova fully meets the NACID scientometric 
criteria for the position of "Associate Professor", as is evident by data provided 
in the table below, and in areas G and D, the cumulative score exceeds many a 
time. 
 
 
 



 
Group of 
indicators 

Contents 

Minimum 
number of 

points 
required  

Performed 
by the 

candidate 
Required 

 
Obligatory: 

А Indicator 1 50 50 
В Indicator 3 100 100 
 G Sum of indicators 

from 5 to 11 200 93.33 
231.37 

D Sum of indicators 
from 12 to 15 50 80 

42 
Total:   400  

 
 
9. Conclusion 
I believe that the research and teaching activities of Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. 
Iliana Yordanova Stoynova fully meets the requirements of the Law for the 
Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and the Rules and 
Regulations on the terms and conditions for obtaining a scientific degree and 
holding an academic position at VSU "Lyuben Karavelov". 
I would recommend to the esteemed Scientific Jury to propose to the Faculty 
Council that Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova should take 
the academic position of "Associate Professor" at VSU in the professional field 
5.7. Architecture, Civil engineering and Geodesy; Structural Mechanics, 
Strength of Materials. 
 
 
 
 
25.05.2021  
Sofia 

Member of the scientific jury: 
/Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mila Atanasova-Zlatareva/ 


