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LETTER of OPINION 

by Prof. Dr. Eng. Rusko Hristov Valkov 

on materials submitted for partaking in a state contest to acquire the academic position "Associate 

Professor" in professional field 5.7 of Architecture, Civil Engineering, and Geodesy - scientific 

specialty "Structural Mechanics. Strength of Materials" 

 

I. General part 

The following opinion has been formulated in compliance with the Law for Development 

of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and by fulfilling the ensuant ordinances to 

exercise it rightfully. This referral abides by the Rules and Regulations on Development of the 

Academic Staff of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov", as it observes a decision made by the Scientific 

Jury approved by order № 121/12.03.2021 of the Rector of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" regarding 

an open-call for the academic position "Associate Professor" published in State Gazette issue 

15/19.02.2021, and on the website of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov". The only candidate having 

submitted her/his portfolio to apply for the announced position appears to be Chief Assistant Dr. 

Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova. 

II. Biographical data about the candidate 

Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova was born on October 17, 1968, in 

Sofia. In 1987 she graduated from “Hristo Botev” Technical School for Construction, in Sofia. 

Later in 1994, Ms. Stoynova graduated from Higher Institute of Architecture and Construction, 

having majored in Industrial and Civil Engineering – Structures. From July 2012 to September 

2017 she was a doctoral student at VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" in professional field 5.7 for 

Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy, scientific specialty "Structural Mechanics, Strength 

of Materials". She has defended a dissertation on "Nonlinear Models of the Destruction of a 

Structural Connection Column - a flat plate of dynamic impact" to obtain the educational and 

scientific degree of doctor. She has worked as a construction-projects designer at "Mashproekt" 

Sofia. In Lozenets Consult Ltd. she has held the following positions: Designer in the field of 

"Structures", Chief Expert, Construction-projects Designer, Head of the "Offers" department, 

Technical Assistant. From November 2011 to the present she works as a manager for STAS 

Design Company Ltd. 

III. Teaching Experience 

Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova started her teaching career in September 

2010 as a part-time assistant at the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics at VSU "Lyuben 



Karavelov". From 2011 to 2015 - still working as an assistant; from March 2018 till now eng. 

Stoynova has been working as a Chief Assistant in the same department. Dr. Eng. Iliana 

Stoynova conducts classes in  Strength of Materials, Structural Statics Part I, Structural Statics 

Part II, and Computer Systems in Structural Mechanics. 

Upon the referral discussing the academic performance of Chief Assistant Stoynova at VSU 

Lyuben Karavelov, it is quite evident that over the academic years from 2010/2011 to 2020/2021 

she has delivered a rather significant load of academic hours (it even exceeds 800 study hours 

during certain academic years) that allowed gaining a solid pedagogical experience. Performing 

likewise construction-projects drawing and teaching activities appeared to be a prerequisite for 

the classes to be held at a high level. She has also been involved in developing the curricula in 

"Strength of Materials", "Structural Statics Part I", "Structural Statics Part II" and "Computer 

Systems in Structural Mechanics" for the Bachelor and Master degrees. She is the author of a 

textbook on "Computer Systems in Structural Mechanics - Selected Examples of Structural 

Statics - step by step." 

Both amongst students and colleagues, Chief Assistant Stoynova is delighted to have received the 

acknowledgment of a knowledgeable and experienced lecturer who, thanks to her rich practical 

work, skillfully combines innovations in theory and practice. 

IV. Fulfillment of the criteria to hold the academic position of an 

Associate Professor 

Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova has applied for the academic position of 

"Associate Professor" having presented a defended dissertation on "Nonlinear Models of the 

Destruction of a Structural Connection Column - a flat plate of dynamic impact" for the 

educational and scientific degree "Doctor" (following indicator A), with a monograph on 

"Dynamic Response of Reinforced Concrete Structural Elements and Members" - 130 pages 

(observing indicator B). 

According to indicator G7, the candidate has applied for the vacancy presenting 4 scientific 

publications in editions that are referenced and indexed in world-famous databases with scientific 

information. According to indicator G8, the candidate has provided 29 scientific publications 

published in non-refereed journals with scientific reviews, or edited collective volumes. Of the 

total number of publications, 3 are independent, as in 19 of the co-authored publications the 

candidate's name comes first as a lead author. Most of the publications are published in foreign 

editions as well as for selected collections of International Scientific Conferences in Bulgaria. 

According to indicator D, 8 citations in publications are known that are referenced and indexed in 

the world-famous database of scientific information, and 14 citations in non-refereed journals 

with a scientific review or edited collective volumes. 



Chief Assistant Dr. Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova has led one research project and participated 

in 7 more, as one of them contributed to the National Science Fund, two(2) to the Ministry of 

Education and Science, and another one (1) to Operational Programme Innovation and 

Competitiveness. The rest are internal research projects of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov". 

V. Personal impressions 

Frankly speaking, I have no personal impressions of Chief Assistant Stoynova but from long-

term contacts with her colleagues from VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" I have learned that she is a 

respected colleague, lecturer, and expert in her field. 

    

Conclusion 

Since having become acquainted with the academic teaching skills, the research science 

activities, the expertise of the candidate, as well as based upon the presented reference of the 

scientific and scientifically applied contributions, it may be assumed that she meets the 

requirements of the Law for Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the 

Rule and Regulations for Development of the Academic Staff of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov". 

         Thus, the aforementioned facts make a convincing case for me to propose to the esteemed 

Scientific Jury to award the academic position of "Associate Professor" to Chief Assistant Dr. 

Eng. Iliana Yordanova Stoynova in the professional field 5.7 Architecture, Civil Engineering, and 

Geodesy, scientific specialty "Structural Mechanics, Strength ofMaterials". 

 

 

Sofia         Prepared by: ......................... 

01.06.2021         / prof. Dr. Eng. R Valkov / 
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