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VSU “Lyuben Karavelov” 
 
 

 
 

L E T T E R  OF  O P I N I O N 
 
 
 
From: Assoc. Prof. Lyubomir Angelov Zdravkov, Ph.D. Eng. 
University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy (UACEG), Faculty of 

Civil Engineering, Scientific specialty "Building Structures" 
 
Subject: Competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the 

professional field 5.7. "Architecture, Civil Engineering, and Geodesy", scientific specialty 
"Structural mechanics, strength of materials", announced in SG no. 15 of 19.02.2021 and 
on the website of VSU. 

 
Grounds for submitting the Letter of Opinion: participation in the composition of 

the scientific jury of the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor", 
observing Order №121 of 12.03.2021 of the Rector of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" 

 
Candidate: Chief Assistant Professor Iliana Yordanova Stoynova, Ph.D. 

 
 
1. Information about the candidate 
Iliana Yordanova Stoynova was born in 1968. In 1987 she graduated from Hristo Botev 

Construction Technical School in Sofia. From 1988 to 1994 she studied at the Higher Institute of 
Architecture and Civil Engineering, Sofia, where she obtained the educational-qualification Master’s 
degree in "Industrial and Civil Engineering", specializing in "Structures". In 2017 she defended at VSU a 
dissertation on "Nonlinear models of destruction of the structural connection column - a flat slab of 
dynamic impact" with supervisors Prof. Dr. Sc. Eng. Konstantin Kazakov and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Eng. 
Radan Ivanov. 

The work experience of the applicant in the real construction sector, as follows: 
a) 1987 ÷ 1988 - as a construction-projects designer in "Mashproekt", Sofia; 
b) 1995 ÷ 2011 - in various positions in Lozenets - Consult, Sofia; 
c) 2011 ÷ till now - manager of “Design company STAS” Ltd. 
 
Work experience in VSU "Lyuben Karavelov": 
a) 2010 ÷ 2011 - part-time assistant in the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics; 
b) 2011 ÷ 2015 - assistant in the same department; 
c) 2018 ÷ nowadays - Chief Assistant. She is also an expert in International Cooperation and 

Mobility. 
 
From the above reference it can be seen that the work experience of the candidate as a lecturer at 

VSU is longer than the required, i.e., not less than four academic years. 
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2. A portfolio of papers presented by the applicant Chief Assistant Professor 

Iliana Stoynova Ph.D. Eng. to be admitted to and take part in a contest for the 
position of "Associate Professor"  

 
According to Decree № 122 of June 29, 2018, on amend. and suppl. Regulations on the 

Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria 
(DASRBA), promulgated in the State Gazette (SG), No.56 of July 6, 2018, as amended. and suppl. in SG 
No.15 of February 19, 2019, each candidate for the academic position of "Associate Professor" is 
supposed to accumulate and gain a certain minimum number of points. They are outlined and grouped into 
several categories as follows: 

Indicator group A 
For this group, according to Regulations for implementation of the law on the development of the 

academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the candidate for the position of "Associate Professor" has got 
to gain 50 points. The candidate has submitted an abstract of the dissertation defended by her in 2017 to 
acquire a Doctor's degree, which already provides 50 points. Thus, the requirements for group A are 
fulfilled. 

 
Indicator group B 
According to DASRBA, the candidate for "associate professor" should not collect points on this 

group of indicators. 
 
Indicator group C 
According to Regulations on Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic 

Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria in this group the candidate for "associate professor" is supposed to 
accumulate not less than 100 points. Chief Assistant Iliana Stoynova has provided a habilitation thesis - a 
monograph, which carries another 100 points. In this way, the requirements for group B are fulfilled. 

The monograph is on "Dynamic response of reinforced concrete structural elements and units" and 
was published by the Higher School of Civil Engineering in 2020, in a circulation of 90 copies. 

 
Indicator group D 
According to the Regulations on the Implementation of the Law of the Development of the 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria in this group the candidate for "associate professor" should 
accumulate not less than 200 points. For this group of indicators Dr. Iliana Stoynova has presented the 
following scientific publications: 

a) scientific publications in editions that are referenced and indexed in world-famous databases of 
scientific information. 

The candidate has also presented one co-authored article, which was published in 2017 in the "AIP 
Conference Proceedings" journal. AIP Conference Proceedings has been on Scopus from 1973 until today. 

Moreover, the candidate has a co-authored article published in 2018 in the journal IOP Conference 
Series: Materials Science and Engineering. The journal has been on Scopus from 2009 until today. 

The candidate has two more articles in print, which will be published in the IOP Conference Series 
journal: Materials Science and Engineering. One is "Vibration Analysis of a Simply Supported R/C beam" 
and has already been published as part of her monograph. I have found out that more than 2/3 of its 
content is presented in another article published in 2020. That is why I do not recognize it as a new 
scientific publication. 

The publications I acknowledge have gained the author 53.33 points. 
 
b) scientific publications in non-peer-reviewed peer-reviewed journals, or edited collective 

volumes 
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Ch. Assist. Prof. Dr. Eng. Iliana Stoynova has presented 29 scientific articles, most of them co-
authored, and the rest – independently released. Two of the submitted articles have no scientific value 
and/or are outside the scope of this competition. The remaining articles generate 220.7 points for the 
candidate. 

 
The cumulative points are in total 53.33 + 220.7 = 274.03, which exceeds the required 200 points, 

thus are deemed sufficient.  
 
Indicator group E 
For this group, according to the Regulations on Implementation of DASRBA, the candidate for the 

position of "associate professor" is supposed to collect 50 points. Here, Dr. Iliana Stoynova has presented 
the following citations of her scientific publications: 

a) citations or reviews in scientific journals, referenced and indexed in world-famous databases of 
scientific information or monographs, and collective volumes 

Six publications of Dr. Stoynova have been cited in reports for the International Conference on 
Computational Civil Engineering. Empower the Digital Transition in the Construction World, which took 
place from 27 to 29 May in Iasi, Romania. Later, the conference proceedings will be published in the IOP 
Conference Series: Materials Science and Engineering. As it has become clear from the above stated, the 
journal has been part of Scopus from 2009 until today. 

Two of the citations are in an article published in Engineering Sciences, LVII, 2020, No.3, 
published by Prof. Marin Drinov Publishing House of BAS (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). 
Unfortunately, both the journal and the publisher are neither on Scopus nor on Web of Science. For this 
reason, I cannot accept that the journal in question is referenced and indexed in the global database. 
Therefore the contributions will be reported in the section for non-peer-reviewed journals. 

The six citations, I shall acknowledge, gain the candidate 60 points: 
 
b) citations in monographs and collective volumes with scientific review 
Six of Dr. Stoynova's scientific publications are cited in two monographs. These citations bring the 

candidate 18 points. 
 
(c) citations or reviews in non-peer-reviewed journals with scientific peer-review 
Here Dr. Stoynova has presented 10 cited publications. They bring her another 20 points. 
 
The total amount is 60 + 18 + 20 = 98 points, which is almost twice as much as the required 50 

points. 
 
It is rather evident that Ch. Assistant Professor Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. fulfills all the requirements 

under the Regulations on the Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the 
Republic of Bulgaria (DASRBA). The points generated in most groups exceed the minimum national 
requirements stipulated therein. 

 
3. Provided by Ch. Assistant Professor Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. scientific 

and applied science materials 
To participate in the current competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor", the 

candidate, Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. presented the following proofs: 
a) independently written habilitation work – a monograph; 
b) four articles that are referenced and indexed in world-famous databases of scientific 

information; 
(c) twenty-nine articles, either written as a sole author or in co-authorship. These articles have 

been published in non-peer-reviewed peer-reviewed journals. 
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All publications of the candidate are in the field of construction and have undergone a process of 

scientific review. 
 
3.1. Habilitation work – a monograph 
The monograph is entitled "Dynamic response of reinforced concrete structural elements and 

members" and was published by VSU “Lyuben Karavelov” in 2020 in a circulation of 90 copies. Its 
volume is 130 pages. 40 literature sources were used. 

The monograph has two scientific reviewers - Assoc. Prof. Anita Handruleva, Ph.D. Eng., and 
Prof. Nikolay Zhechev, Ph.D. Eng. Since the monograph was printed, apparently all the reviews provided 
were ultimately positive. 

The subject of the monograph is a study of the response of the structural connection column – a 
flat slab and reinforced concrete beams from dynamic impacts. It means, it is similar to the dissertation 
defended in 2017 on "Nonlinear models of destruction of the structural connection column - a flat slab of 
dynamic impact". 

The monograph opens with an introduction; the main body contains five chapters and ends with a 
conclusion section. Chapter 1 briefly explains Free and Forced Oscillations, Linear and Nonlinear 
Dynamic Analysis. Chapter 2 presents the theories of bending of thin and moderately thick slabs, material 
models of concrete and its reinforcement. Some various possibilities of the finite elements explored in the 
numerical models are described. Chapter 3 compares the results for a flat slab obtained by the classical 
Marcus and Navier methods, and by software products. Chapter 4 shows the recommendations of the 
Bulgarian, Russian, American, German, English, and European design standards in construction when 
calculating the shear capacity. Chapter 5 describes the response of structural units and elements to static 
loads and dynamic impacts. 

My recommendations on the presented monograph are as follows: 
a) the topic of the monograph and the dissertation defended in 2017 overlap. Moreover, item 3.2 of 

the dissertation appears to be Chapter 3 of the monograph. Everything in the study of a slab is the same, 
only the load is changed from 100 kPa to 10 kPa, as a calculation with LISA 8.0 is added. Similarly, items 
4.1 and 4.2 of the dissertation appear to be the same as in Chapter 4 of the monograph. Only the 
parameters of the cross-section of the column were changed. It can be also said that four articles have 
"entered" directly with their entire volume in the monograph. 

Reading the articles, the abstracts, and the monograph presented to me, I could not find anything 
fundamentally new in the latter. So I'm starting to wonder if it was necessary to issue it? 

b) the font of the text is unusually large, of the order of Times New Roman 16. This makes me 
think that the author was attempting to achieve the cherished volume of 100 pages of the monograph, 
without unnecessarily elaborating on it; 

(c) according to the International Standardization Organization (ISO), as stipulated in ISO 80000-
2, the decimal point in the documents of that organization is a comma. In Bulgaria, as a member of ISO, 
the comma is also used as a decimal separator. Therefore, it is not clear why in some of the formulas in the 
monograph "dot" is used, and elsewhere - "comma". Even sometimes in the same formulas. 

 
3.2. Four scientific publications in publications that are referenced and indexed in world-

famous databases of scientific information 
Two of them have taken their full place in the presented monograph. One was published in 2020, 

and the other, entitled "Vibration analysis of a simply supported R/C beam" was presented at the 
International Conference on Computational Civil Engineering. Empower the Digital Transition in the 
Construction World, which took place from 27 to 29 May 2021, in Iasi, Romania. The same article 
contains 100% of the co-authored, and was published in 2020, as the article "Reaction of a reinforced 
concrete beam subjected to dynamic impulse effects". For this reason, I cannot accept the above article as 
a new scientific publication. 
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3.3. Twenty-nine articles published in non-peer-reviewed journals 
The co-authored report “Design of a beamless reinforced concrete structure. A study of the tense 

and deformed state of the structure for the International Scientific Conference "Design of Buildings and 
Facilities ", conducted in September 2016, is essentially a part of a calculation note. It describes the types 
of permanent and temporary loads with their values. Then the sections of the structural elements 
introduced in SAP2000 are indicated. It has no scientific value for me. 

The report "Architecture and Socialization - Searching for Connections", co-written with four 
other co-authors for the XX International Scientific Conference on Construction and Architecture 
VFU'2020, held in October 2020, carries no scientific value in this contest for the academic position 
"Associate Professor" in the scientific specialty "Mechanical Engineering, Resistance of Materials". And 
probably in any other scientific competitions. 

 
4. Scientific and scientific-applied contributions of Ch. Assistant Professor 

Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. 
The candidate has submitted 10 claims(proofs) for scientific and scientific-applied contributions. 

To me, the most important is the created procedure for computational simulation, through which a 
quantitative assessment of the resonant behavior of a reinforced concrete beam with a static scheme 
"simply supported beam" and "cantilever beam" can be developed. 

 
5. Critical remarks 
The following critical remarks can be made to Iliana Stoynova: 
a) in the first place - the monograph. Diplomatically speaking, it is not the most pleasant and 

useful thing that can be read. The content, the design, even the literary sources, could be at a much higher 
level. But the sin of allowing it to be published in this form rests mainly on the shoulders of the two 
reviewers; 

b) all citations are made by Bulgarian authors. In addition, all are colleagues of Iliana Stoynova at 
VSU "Lyuben Karavelov". It shows the limitation of the candidate's readership only to her colleagues and 
students. Dr. Stoynova needs to think very seriously about why this is happening. 

 
6. Teaching work 
Iliana Stoynova has been a lecturer at VSU "Lyuben Karavelov" for many years. In 2010 ÷ 2011 

she was a part-time assistant at the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics. Then, in 2011 she was 
appointed as a full-time assistant in the same department. From 2018 until now he has been a senior 
assistant. Her main activity as a teacher can be systematized here below: 

a) conducting classes of exercises on: 
- Structural statics I and II part; 
- Theoretical mechanics; 
- Strength of the materials. 
 
a) from 2018, when she was appointed to the position of "chief assistant", Dr. Stoynova gives 

lectures on: 
- Strength of the materials; 
- Computer systems in structural mechanics 
 
In addition, Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. Has been so far a diploma supervisor of students 

acquiring a bachelor's degree (47 people) and a master's degree (18 people). 
 
7. Personal impressions 
So far I have not met with Iliana Stoynova. I have no personal impressions of her. 
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8. Conclusion 
Based on the above analysis of the scientific and teaching activities of Ch. Assistant Professor 

Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. I believe that it all meets the requirements of the Regulations on the 
Implementation of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. Therefore, 
I would recommend to the members of the esteemed Scientific Jury to propose to the Faculty Council of 
the Faculty of Civil Engineering of VSU "Lyuben Karavelov", Iliana Stoynova, Ph.D. Eng. to be voted 
and approved for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the professional field 5.7. 
"Architecture, Civil Engineering, and Geodesy", scientific specialty "Structural mechanics, strength of 
materials". 

 
 
05/17/2021       Signature: ……………………… 
Sofia        / Assoc. L. Zdravkov, PhD Eng. / 
 
 


